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THE AIRS OF PALESTINE. 
A Poem. By Joux Pienroyt, Esq. 


When any one stands above the reach of de- 
traction’s weapons his reputation is in danger of 
becoming obscured by the clouds of incense which 
his friends will scatter round him; or, as some 
one has observed, when the praises bestowed on 
merit become superabundant the public mind be- 
comes surfeited, and disposed to reject them al- 
together. We have no apprehension for Mr. Pier- 
pont’s poetical fame but on this score, and here 
we can only suppose a temporary effect. It does 
seem hard that, after waiting so long—anxious— 
almost disheartened—in expectation of sume work 
on which the literary reputation of our country 
might proudly rest; yet justified in our hopes by 
the display of genius which we have witnessed in 
so many difficult arts; while, even in poetry, 
we saw, at intervals, some random sparks cast 
athwart the gloom which they could not dissipate ; 
and when, at last, a luminary rises, of purer, 
brighter ray than even the brilliant hemisphere of 
the east can boast of, we find the task of giving a 
suitable welcome so difficult and delicate. 

The National Register being only a semi-literary 
work, we do not consider it a task incumbent on 
us to give regular reviews of literary productions: 
but as the one before us is truly national property, 
and must be a pillar and ornament of the Muses’ 
Temple here, we presume for ever, it is our duty 
to present it to the public attention. When we 
were informed, before the publication of the work, 
that some respectable critics had assigned to its 
author a station by the side of Byron, Campbell, 
Scott, and Moore, we heard the decision with in- 
credulous surprise. No one subscribes to the 
praises of the celebrated British poets with more 
cordiality and enthusiasm than we do; but after 
reading Mr. Pierpont’s poem, several times, with 
increasing approbation and delight, we do say, 


equal to the best poet that Great Britain has ever 
produced. 

The Airs of Palestine is a poem purely reli- 
gious: but as the author avoids all the common 
points of controversy, and inculcates sentiments of 
the most liberal warm-hearted charity, we venture 
to say, that any Christian—any good man, may read 
it without finding matter of offence. The theme 
is sacred music; and, as he remarks in the dedi- 
cation, “ most of the topics have been taken from 
that great fountain of religion, poetry, and music— 


There is a novelty in the object of the work, very 

distinctly announced, which claims all our attention 

—It is to give to religion such a dress as the refine- 

ment of the age requires; “to strip her of the shreds 

and rags with which she was hung in an age of dark- 

ness and barbarism, and which time has rendered 

not more dignified, but more disgusting ;” to cast 

aside the technical phrases of the profession ; the 

cant, the mysticism, the jargon, and unintelligible 

declamation of fanatics and enthusiasts, and “to 

present her in such habiliments as will render her 

acceptable to the scholar, the gentleman, and the 

philosopher; to the learned, the fashionable, and 

the polite.” He adds, “since we do not subscribe 

to the Mahomedan doctrine, that women have no 

souls, why may not a subject so highly interesting 

to the warmest feelings, the most delicate sympa- 

thies, the fondest affections, be treated in a man- 

ner suited, at once to their refinement and deli- 

cacy, and to its own native beauty and simplicity? 

Why must their tenderness be wounded by the 

severity, or their modesty be’ shocked hy the 

grossness, or their unsophisticated minds per- 

plexed by the mysterious abstruseness in which it 
is so often, and, let me add, so repulsively pre- 
sented to their ear?” In another part he observes, 
that religion must be dressed. Language is the 
dress; for our conceptions can only be communi- 
cated in words. He therefore rejeets every thing 
inconsistent with its dignity, purity, and sacted- 
ness; but chiefly the gaudiness and the. pedantry 
which so many affect—he demands only simpli- 
city. His own work; though not faultless ccr- 
tainly, even in this respect, as we shall take oc- 
casion to show, is nevertheless the fairest speci- 
men we have ever met of the most charminy: sim- 
plicity ; the most chaste elegance ; and a dignity 
worthy of his noble theme. His sublimity, his 
pathos, the boldness, originality, and brilliancy of 
his fancy—the rich and warm tints in which 
he paints all of the most interesting scriptural 
scenes connected with his subject ; combining all 
the usual attributes of splendor with the most 
chastened classical purity; are such as must charm 
even the most irreligious votary of fashionable lite- 
rature; while every Christian will find a more 
heart-touching interest in the elevated spirit of 
piety which breathes and burns in every line. 

In the dedication, which is long and full of ex- 
cellent sense, elegantly expressed, but in a style 
of sustained elegance sometimes rather cold and 
artificial, there are some unexpected turns that, 
notwithstanding his air of severe seriousness, look 
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somewhat like wit. When speaking of the com- 
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mon folly of preachers using the barbarous, un- 
meaning jargon of the schools, he adds, “ is it 
not as profitable for me to be addressed in He- 
brew that I ave never learned, as in English that 
I can never learn? It is all Hebrew to me. Shall 
we, when we ask of our teachers the bread of 
life, be sent away with a stoné, which even the 
metaphysical patriarch of Constantinople candidly 
acknowledged he could not digest ?” 

Whether the numerous admirers of the puerile, 
gaudy manner of Hervey can reconcile th®m- 
selves to the chaste sublimity of Pierpont, we can- 
not say, but there can be no question as to what 
will be the opinions of the more refined classes on 
this matter; nor as to what the dignity of the sub- 
ject requires, even if it should be rejected by the 
caprice of public taste. 

The commencement of the poem, like all the 
rest, is calculated to excite the most agreeable 
surprise. We are carried at once to the time 
when 

& ——-« one language bound the human race 

On Shinar’s plain round Babel’s mighty base.” 
And when heaven, indignantly driving them from 
their vain, presumptuous labours, struck them 
with the confusion of discordant tongues— 

“ All was not lost.” 
There was yet one tie which Love and Mercy had 
left to connect them together—* that tie is Music.” 
He then proceeds to tell the charms, the sublimi- 
ty, the divinity of her power, in his usual rapid 
manner: 

“ Who ne’er has felt her hand assuasive steal 

Along his heart—that heart will never feel.” 

Suddenly he pauses, to consider the course he 
ought to pursue in the illustration of his subject. 
He supposes himself called to the scenes which 
the genius of Greece has consecrated and endeared 
to every heart—to the flowery banks of Tempe ; 
the laurel shades of Peneus, and the cool green 
valleys of Hemus and Thracian Hebrus. After 
casting “ one longing, lingering look” at the classic 
ground which invited his footsteps ; those names 
which, by the magical power of the association of 
ideas, must warm the student’s heart with the 
sweet, confused, indescribable recollection of 
school-boy scenes, he repeats coolly, and turns 
away— 

* No, no—a lontier, lovlier path be mine: 

Greece and her charms I leave for Palestine. 
There, purer streams through happier valleys flow, 
And sweeter flowers on holier mountains blow. 

I love to breathe where Gilead sheds her balin ; 

I love to walk on Jordan’s banks of palin ; 

1 Jove to wet my foot in Hermon’s dews ; 

I love the promptings of Isaiah’s muse : 

In Carme!’s holy grot I'l] court repose, 


And deck my couch with Sharon’s deathless rose.” 


His next scene is where Liberty claimed the rites 
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the burst of praise 
That swells the song th’ astonished Hebrews raise 
That rending anthem on the wild was flung, 
From Miriain’s timbre! and from Moses? tongue: 
The first to Liberty that e’er was sung,” ; 

He then passes, in the happiest manner, to the 
farewell song of Moses, and his miraculoys dis. 
appearance. Next, referring to the victories of 
Joshua, he lowers the effect of a most striki 
and sublime passage by the introduction of a class. 
ical figure, that would be beautiful any where byt 
in the “‘ Airs of Palestine.” He asks, whose am 

“ Hangs over Jericho’s devoted towers? ——” 

“ The moon can answer, for she heard his tongue, 
And cold and pale o’er Ajajon sbe hung, : 
The sun can teli:—O’er Gibeon’s vale of blood, 
Curving their beamy necks, his coursers stood,” &e, 

This is like closing on our sight an awful, soul. 
chilling view of empyrean scenes, to present to 
us the petty beauties of this humble world. 

Next comes the hermit of Mount Libanus, re. 
ferred to by Chateaubriand, whose eloquent phan. 
tasies we would have thought should have imposed 
less on the pure taste of Mr. Pierpont. We hare 
then a picture of the gloomy, terrible scene which 
‘passed before Elijah at the cave of Mount Horeb, 
| Variety and contrast are always necessary for ef. 
‘fect: accordingly we have, suddenly presented to 
our view, him who has moved all hearts; the great 
master of song—“the ruddy minstrel”—the young 
David, called to drive the evil spirit from Saul. 
i His person, his poctic traits of character, his in. 
| i . , p ; 
| troduction, and his music, are described with more 
.than usual minuteness. The idea by which he ac. 
‘counts for the flight of the spirit is admirable, 
and, to us, quite new. 





' 
| 
| 


_ Heaven on his memory bursts.” 
We pass, reluctantly, the description of the 
| choir of angels that 
} “ Hung o’er the sleepless guardians of the fold,” 
|to announce our Saviour’s birth; and the sweetly 
| pathetic scene on the Mount of Olives, where the 
' disciples 


“ 


| Soon as t@ foaming demon hears that psalm, 





pour the song of sorrow, 
With their loved Lord, whose death shall shroud the 
morrow.” 
The reader’s attention is quiic unexpectedly 
j calle d to American shores, that, on this subject, 
jmight well have repelled a less daring’ fancy. 
When we pass 
“ Parana’s waves, Paraguay’s wilderness,” 
ihe bestows a new interest on those scenes where 
nature 
Still wraps the mantle round her virgin breast, 
In which her smiling infancy was drest.” 
But he adds a gloomy colouring to the picture be- 
fore he closes it: 





of her first triumph. He sketches the destruction 
of the Egyptian host “on the wide waste of wa-, 





* There the gaunt wolf sits on his rock and howls.” 
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Chateaubriand calls him again to oriental sub- 


iects— e 
J ey « ———— lamentable wail 
That pierced the shades of Rama’s palmy vale,” 
and the Babylonish capuvity, which no poet could 
be so heartless as to pass silently— 
« How fondly then, from all but hope exil’d, 
To Zion’s woes recurs Religion’s child! 
He sees the tear of Judah’s captive daughters 
Mingle, in silent flow, with Babel’s waters ; 
While Salem’s harp, by patriot pride unstrung, 
Wrapp’d in the mist, that o’er the river hung, 
Felt but the breeze.” 
We could not conceive any thing more charm- 
ingly romantic than the Italian night scene which 
follows—the waveless river; the mountain shade ; 


the darkness and silence of the grove—even the |] 


moon-light has its sublimity as well as beauty. 
“ through classic vales, 
Alone—at night—the Italian boatman sails, 
High o’er Mont Alto, walks, in maiden pride, ‘ 
Night’s queen.” : 

The breathless stillness broken by the tolling of 
the convent bell—while only are seen the clois- 
ter’s “ gray turrets” above the “ bending trees 
that fringe the distant shore ;” the swelling anthem 
dying far along the water—all unite to cast a ten. 
der melancholy over the mind, and to prepare us 
for the 

«—— funeral dirge, that pale nuns, rob’d in white, 

Chaunt round a sister’s dark and narrow bed, 

To charm the parting spirit of the dead.” 
The scene shifts—and suddenly all is bright and 
blithe : 

« On Caledonia’s hills, the ruddy morn 

Breathes fresh” —— 
when he calls his youthful minstrel forth, to carol, 
lark like, over the gray rocks— 

With airy foot he treads that giddy height ; 

His heart all rapture and his eye all light ; 

His voice all melody, his yellow hair 

Floating and dancing in the meuntain air.” 

But we can follow no further—if our limits per- 
mitted we would give more; but perhaps it would 
have been better for Mr. Pierpont and ourselves 
had we given less: however, be it understood, 
that we did not intend to select the finest pas- 
sages; our object was merely to include in our 
remarks such parts as might assist to give a gene- 
ral idea of the subject and character of the poem. 
Those detached fragments can have no effect 
here, comparable to what they have in their 
places, where the highest effort of the poet’s skill 
is to make each part shed its light and warmth 
over all the rest. This critique could not, at best, 
be more than what a colourless sketch of a great 
painting would be to the original. 








NEW INVENTIONS. 

We see it announced by the Boston Intelli- 
gencer, that a certain Mr. Penslcy, of that city, 
has constructed a new kind of a musical instru- 
ment, of which he claims to be the inventor. We 
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have some doubts about the fairness of his clsims. 
A young gentleman, an intimate friend of ours, 
was on a visit to the continent of Europe, during 
the year 1815 and part of last year, in which the 
principal objects of his attention were the late im- 
provements in the arts and manufactures. Qn his 
return to this country, last summer, he described, 
amongst a variety of novelties, a musical instru- 
ment formed on the very same principle as the 
one made by Mr. Pensley. It was invented and 
executed by a German musician and mechanician, 
whose name we have forgotten. The tones are 
produced by springs (like those in Jews-harps) 
placed over small holes, and supplied with air by 
a bellows. The springs are touched by kéys that 
are played upon in the same manner as in the 
piano. ! 

Whilst on this subject we may add that our 
friend also gave description of another musical in- 
strument among the German new inventions. It 
had far more brilliant and powerful intonation 
than the Jews-harp-piano above described, but 
was less likely to succeed, on account of the diffi- 
culty of keeping it in tune. It had keys after the 
usual mariner, but instead of wire it had cat-gut 
strings. The tones were produced by a moving 
cylinder instead of a bow, against which the 
strings were pressed by the keys, with whatever 
force or modulation the performer desired. 

If Mr. Pensley communicated to the Boston In- 
telligencer the account of his instrument, we must 
add, that his inability to invent such an instrument 
might be inferred from his ignorance of mechani- 
cal philosophy. It is observed, that his Jews-harp 
springs vibrate upon the principle of the pendw- 
lum. This is demonstrably absurd. They move 
by the vibration of elasticity, which is referable 
to laws of motion very different. The vibration 
of springs is regulated by compound ratios of 
their length, weight, and bulk, like strings ona 
violin or guitar, except that tension is excluded. 
The vibration of pendulums is regulated by their 
length alone. 


$6 Per Diem, 


> vs. 
$ 1,500 Per Annum. 

In our last number we promised a sketch of the 
debates in Congress upon the question of settling 
the salaries of the members; which we are afraid 
to attempt, on account of the diffusive, disorderly 
view of the subject presented by the mass of re- 
ported speeches before us. Our first notion of the 
matter was, as a measure of economy, to allow 
the congressional members to take twelve or fif- 


: In Ejectment. 








teen dollars a day, and dismiss the question; for 
| the next congress will be bound,*and glad, to take 
it into profound consideration. This might be a 


‘ 
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considerable saving of money, in regard to the 
present session, upon which, alone, their arrange- 
ments can be conclusive. 

We might easily give a view of the leading 
points—of the general chain of arguments, pro 
and con, if the subject had received, or admitted, 
logical discussion: but from its nature it has been 
supposed, and perhaps correctly, that every thing 
is applicable which can be said about—commerce, 
manufactures, agriculture, and the arts; history, 
foreign and domestic; the dangers of luxury, and 
the means of eliciting talent; electioneering and 
legislative maneuvering; the love of money, in- 
veterate, invincible, and universal; the advantage 
of submitting to the people in ¢trifes in order to 
accomplish matters of importance; the meanness 
of the intriguing, avaricious, palavering, hypocri- 
tical, time-serving, people-cheating, opportunity- 
watching, coat-turning, scene-shifting office hunt- 
ers; the dog-like bustle and yell of the printers, 
crying “ diel tak the hindmost,” when they get 
on the scent of an unpopular affair, in which they 
have no interest-——If we were permitted to pro- 
ceed, and fill six or eight pages, after this fashion, 
we might then say—such, in short, is an outline 
of the manner in which the debate was conducted. 
As the consideration of moncy-earning seems, 
with most of the members, to be all in all, so in 
the discussion of the matter they are resolved to 
introduce a little of all things; until it reminds us 
of our old Irish land-lady’s preparation of hotch- 
pot—* Bless me, Mrs. M »” said the captain, 
« what have we in this dish.” Why, sir,” said 
she, “there is a little of every thing, but the horse 
gears, in it.” 

Mr. Johnson, of Ky. opened the debate, by mov- 
ing (in conformity with the instructions of the 
committee) to fill the blank for the amount of fu- 
ture daily compensation with eight dollars. He 
declared himself acting in compliance with the 
wishes of the people; and that as to his private 
opinion, he regarded 1,500 dollars per annum too 
small, as a salary. 

Mr. Findley, Pa. gave an account of the manner 
of paying the representatives during the times of 
the old confederation, when every State supported 
its own. When congress money gave way to spe- 
cie some States paid eight dollars—some more— 
some less. Pennsylvania paid six, and had diffi- 
culty in procuring members to serve. Some of the 
small States paid four, and were hardly ever repre- 
sented. To make a quorum it required a majority 
of the representatives of nine States out of the 
thirteen ; so that a sufficient number, to act, could 
seldom be obtained for more than one month in a 
year.. The six dollars afterwards allowed, under 
the national government, was taken as the average 








(No. 4. Voy, iif 
in the nominal value of money, the six 

day, though sufficient for the support of the men, 
bers themselves, would not allow them to rep: 
any to their families; on which account Many ~ 
abandoned their seats. He thought that by ivi 
a slender allowance, only the rich would find © 
convenient to come here, and by such Means the 
government would be rendered aristocratical, 

Mr. Randolph expressed satisfaction at see; 

the house not wanting in a sense of self. 
It did not become them to act on frivelous im, 
pulses; but if they were about to offer & tub to 
the great Leviathan of popularity, and Pepeal the 
law, they should also refund the surplus received 
under it. He thought that with the repeal in their 
hands, they would stand in a very Pitiable, pitiful 
condition before their constituents. 

Mr. Desha, of Ky. was in favour of six dollars 
per day. ‘The people were not disposed to allow 
more, and they had the right and power to decide 
the matter. He acceded to the popular claim of 
instructing representatives. He contended that it 
was not fair to place the under officers of the go- 
vernment in any point of comparison with the 
members of congress. In those offices, as in that 
of sergeants at arms and door keepers, who were 
each allowed $ 1,500, the salary was the only ob. 
ject that could induce men to accept such situa. 
tions; that the honour of a seat in Congress was a 
sufficient consideration with most men. He thought 
that members had no right to bring their families 
here ; or claim to have them supported from the 
public money; and that economical men might 





maintain themselves on six dollars a day, and even 
lay by something. He estimated for average board- 
ing 12 or 13 dollars a week ; for keeping a horse, 
4to 5 dollars a week. Allowing 200 dollars for 
clothing and contingent expenses during a session 
of five months; for travelling an average dis. 
tance of 400 miles, at six dollars per twenty miles 
would be 240 dollars, one half of which might well 
te saved ; so that out of § 1,020 a man might save 
$ 440. As for those who brought carriages and 
attendants, they had fortunes to support them, and 
should rely on their own means. 

Mr. Robertson was against the report of the 
House ; he thought § 1,500 little enough; but 
that any stated daily sum would be to members 
like the bed of Procrustes, by extension or te- 
trenchment they might accommodate themselves 
to it. He cared nothing about the amount, but 
would support the salary bill which he had voted 
for. When a man believes himself in the right he 
ought to maintain his position. 

Mr. Clay acknowledged the right of the people 
to instruct their representatives, and the duty of 
the representatives to obey, when no constitutional 





allowed by the States. On account of the change 





provisions furbade. He did noi belicve that the 
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neral cry against the salary law had been alto- 
gether excited by faction, or by designing men ; 
but he insinuated that the popular opinions of the 
matter arose from want of information and consi- 
deration. He preferred a daily compensation as 
more regular and just, and would be disposed to 
extend it to eight or ten dollars per day. 

Mr. Randolph observed, that as to popular opi- 
nion, it was no matter in what manner it was ma- 
nifested; but it was material to know in what man- 
ner ithad been excited. The cause of excitement 
was a race for popularity between the partics. He 
referred to Mr. Desha’s complaint that the report 
of the committee on this subject displayed no pa- 
triotism, but had talked only about money—and 
about what should they have talked? said Mr. 
Randolph. Money was the subject of their re- 
port, and would the gentleman have had them 
talk of fortifications, of military and naval defence, 
of roads and canals, or of the national university? 
By allowing 2 narrow salary none could come here 
put the opulent nabob on one hand, and the mise- 
rable political muck worm on the other. Why, 
said he, have we given to Hull, Decatur, Jones, 
Scott, Brown, and other worthies, ample compen- 
sation ? Because we expect them to live like gen- 
tlemen; and the members of this House to live 
like—blackguards. If this law should be repeal- 
ed, Mr. R. said, he would as soon be caught with 
his hand in his neighbour’s pocket as accepting a 
cent under it. So far from six dollars a day being 
a compensation, no person had considered the seat 
it attached to as of any value, except as being a 
stepping stone to some situation more comfortable. 
The people who complained did not understand 
the matter. Who, said he, would come here for 
§ 1,500, separating himself from his family, to live 
in narrow, uncomfortable lodgings, in this the most 
uncomfortable, dirty, expensive place in the whole 
world ; and be called to account for any pitiful vote 
of an extra hundred dollars to himself or to the 
door-keeper? He would refund it, if it should take 
the last cent he had in the world. 

Mr. King, of Mass. was in favor of repealing the 
law of the last session, though he voted in favor 
of it. It was not his method, he said, to feel his 
way through the House by fecling the public 
pulse on every occasion; but from the nature of 
the government, whatever the people required 
must be submitted to. He had been instructed by 
the Massachusetts legislature to vote for a repeal 
of the act, and though he did not cons:der himself 
bound to obey such instructions, he thought they 
claimed his respect. My seat has been taken 
from me, said he, for my vote of last session; but 
they have taken nothing that I sought after—nei- 
ther my property nor my happincss—they have 
restored me to both; they have restored me to 
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my profession and to a beloved family. Here, in 
the hope of doing some good, he said, he had en- 
dured every personal privation—he had endured 
all but the closing scene. He observed that the 
House was not ia good favor with the people—that 
was a matter of course—their business was to lay 
burdens—the favors were to be distributed by 
other hands. In this affair he thought it best to 
retrace their steps; and quoted Lord Littleton’s 
remarks in the British parliament upon the Jew 
bill; who truly said that the surest mark of a lit- 
tle mind was inflexibility about trifles. 

Mr. Johnson, of Va. observed, that in regard to 
the ungenerous insinuations against those who op- 
posed the 1,500 dollar compensation law and ac- 
cepted the money, they had no alternative ; they 
had either to take their pay according to that law, 
or leave it in the hands of the sergeant-at-arms, 
and get nothing. At any rate he did not see why 
members were not entitled to any advantages 
that might result from impolitic laws that they 
had opposed—a privilege allowed in all other 
cases. As to any expressions used to wound his 
feelings, he did not call on that House to guard 
his honor. He had often witnessed how readily 
cowardice ard malignity attacked those who 
writhed patiently under them: for his part he 
held himself respensible to every gentleman for 
all he might say, and he held every one that could 
claim that title responsible to him. 

Mr. Ross, of Pa. thought the way to keep elec- 
tive offices out of the hands of intriguers was to 
attach to them so little compensation as would 
render them no objects of desire. He spoke with 
much severity of the ungencrous manner. that 
many had adopted of imputing, interested, mean 
motives to their opponents. 

Mr. Barbour took the same course, and reflect- 
ed upon Mr. Randolph’s remark “ that he would 
as soon be caught with his hand in his neighbor’s 
pocket as accepting the increased pay if he had 
voted against it.” 

Mr. Randolph, in replying to observations past, 
used the words of Shakespeare in Lear, 


« the little dogs and all, 
Tray, Blanch and Sweetheart, see they bark at me.” 





Mr. Barbour rose in a passion to know if the al- 
lusion was intended for him ; and some altercation 
ensued. 

Mr. Randolph expressed his regret that any 
asperity should be excited: he hoped that, his po- 
litical life, which was near an end, might close in 
peace and charity towards all men; but, said he, 
if I must close it with my back to the wall—not in 
charity but in strife, be it so. 

Mr. Barbour replied with some insinuations 2 
bout Mr. R.’s meanness. 

( To be continued.) 
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PUBLIC DOCUMENTS. 


ESTIMATES FOR 1817. 


Treasury Department, Jan. 4, 1817. 

Srm,—I have the honor to transmit, herewith, 
for the information of the House of Representa- 
tives, an estimate of the appropriations proposed 
for the service of the year 1817, amounting 1n the 
whole to twelve millions four hundred and fifty- 
one thousand seven hundred and ninety-nine dol- 
lars and fifty-seven cents, viz: 

For the civil list, 

For miscellaneous expenses, 

For the expenses of intercourse with 
foreign nations, 

For the military establishment, in- 
cluding arrearages and Indian de- 
partment, 7,699,625 79 

For the naval establishment, including 
the marine corps, 2,986,658 75 


1,049,940 06 
$94,241 65 


$21,333 32 


$ 12,451,799 57 

The funds out of which the appropriations for 
the year 1817 may be discharged, are the follow- 
ing: 

1. The sum of $6,000,000 annually reserved 
by the act of the 4th of August, 1790, out of the 
duties and customs, towards the expenses of go- 
vernment. 

2. The proceeds of the stamp duties, and the 
duty on sugar refined within the United States. 

3. The surplus which may remain of the cus- 
toms, the direct tax, and the other internal duties, 
after satisfying the payments for which they are 
pledged and appropriated. 

4. Any other unappropriated money which may 
come into the treasury during the year 1817. 

I have the honor to be, 
Very respectfully, sir, 
Your most obedient servant, 
WM. H. CRAWFORD. 
The honorable the Speaker 
of the House of Representatives. 


Brief summary, including the sums total of the esti- 
mates submitted. 

CIVIL DEPARTMENT. 

Legislature, 

Executive, 

Department of State, 

Treasury department, 

War department, 

Naval department, 

General post-office, 29,855 00 

Loan officers and their clerks, 28,565 22 

Surveying department, 6,400 00 

Commissioner of the public buildings, 2,000 00 


464,200 00 
30,000 00 
34,590 50 

143,535 34 

104,719 00 
51,215 00 


Officers of the mint, 9,600 00 
Governments in the territories of the 

United States, 31,400 00 
Demands unprovided for, (civil) £,000 00 
Judiciary, 111,800 50 


1,049,940 06 





MISCELLANEOUS. 

Annuities and grants, 860 00 
Military pensions, 100,000 00 
Mint establishment, 24,500 00 
Light-house establishment, 109,581 65 
Office of claims for property lost, 3,500 00 
Ships’ registers, $,900 090 
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Ascertaining land titles in Louisian oo 

Surveys of public lands, in oun 00 
Votes for president and vice-president, 2400 rd 
Miscellaneous claims, 4,000 . 
omnia 
394,241 65 


INTERCOURSE WITH FOREIGN NATIONS, 


Diplomatic department, 
Contingent expenses of foreign inter. hn 
course, 
Barbary intercourse, ey : 
Boundaries, 34,333 30 
Agents for claims and seamen, 8,000 09 
Relief of seamen, 50,000 0 
——— 
321,333 33 
ey 
MILITARY ESTABLISHMENT. 
Pay of the army for 
17, 1,433,872 00% 1,863 
Arrearages, 430,000 oof a 
Subsistence, 1,123,798 00 i 
Arrearages, 200,000 00 1,323,798 00 
Forage, 68,324 00 
Clothing, 670,881 79 
Bounties and premiums, 32,000 00 
Quartermaster’s de- 
partment, 460,000 00 910,000 09 
Arrearages, 450,000 00 
Medical and hospital department, 100,000 00 


Ordnance departim’t. 1,066,000 002 


Arrearages, 135,000 00 § 1,201,000 09 
Fortifications, 838,000 00 
Contingent expenses, 100,000 00 
Maps, plans, books, &c. for the war 

department, 2,500 00 
Erecting and completing buildings 

at West Point, 47,500 00 
Maps, plans, books, &c. for the mili- 

tary academy, and repairing build- 

ings at West Point, 16,750 00 
Reimbursing an advance made by the 

State of Pennsylvania for defray- 

ing the expenses of the militia of 

said State, 500,000 00 
Expenses of running the boundary 

lines of the territory ceded by the 

Creek nation on the 14th of Au- 

gust, 1814, 25,000 00 
Indian department, 200,000 00 





NAVAL ESTABLISHMENT. 
Pay and rations of the navy, 


Provisions, 496,765 00 
Hospital stores, 10,000 00 
Repairs of vessels, 325,000 00, 
Ordnance and ordnance stores, 100,000 00 
Salt-petre and sulphur, 20,000 00 
Repairs of navy yards, &c. 350,000 00 
Contingent account, 350,000 00 








_- MARINE corps. 
Pay and subsistence, 187,308 00 








Military stores, 1,187 50 
Clothing, 34,166 00 
Contingent expenses, 19,500 00 

242,161 50 











Vor 
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572 00 
98 (1) 
324 00 
381 79 
00 00 
00 00 
00 00° 
00 00 


00 00 
00 00 


00 00 
00 00 


0 00 


0 00 
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DELAWARE. 
GOVERNOR’S MESSAGE TO THE LEGISLATURE. 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
of the House of Representatives, : 
In presenting to you my last annual official com- 


munication, I embrace the occasion with pleasure 
to congratulate you and\my fellow citizens on the 
growing prosperity of the United States. A pros- 
perity ansing from fixed and permanent causes: 
for, depressed as our commerce is, ruined as our 
manufactures are, and notwithstanding the failure 
of our crops, yet such is the nature of our institu- 
tions, such the extent and variety of our soil, and 
the enterprise of var citizens, that we seem, under 
all adverse circumstances to be rising superior to 
our difficulties, and to be acquiring soild and per- 
manent establishments in all the necessaries and 
comforts of life. Nothing but some,great natural 
cause, or shameful mismanagement, can retard our 
advancement to the full a beg of every bless- 
ing which this world can bestow : and should the 
happiness of man be thwarted in this quarter of the 

Jobe, then indeed we may reasonably concluce 
that felicity is not the lot of human beings. Altho’ 
it has pleased Providence to mingle with our pros- 

erity a diminution of the products of the earth ; 
vet we should with humility and reverence, ren- 
der thanks to God for his former gracious dispen- 
sations; and rejoice that we have fallen into the 
hand of the Lord and not of man. It will become 
us, gentlemen, and our fellow citizens, to use with 
prudence the produce of the last year. Let fru- 
gality and temperance be recommended to the 
people} both by precept and example; and if pro- 
per means are employed, it isto be hoped that no 
actual suffering will cusue. 

In all parts of the state, and generally through- 
out the United States, the crops of grain, espectal- 
ly Indian corn, fall much below those of common 
years; I am not aware, gentlemen, that you have 
any power, by any legislative act, to alleviate the 
evil, unless in the “economy of consumption.” 
To restrain the exportation of bread stuff, appears 
to me to be the only practicable scheme, by which 
the probable distress of our fellow citizens may be 
averted. This though will not be complete, as it 
does not furnish the means of obtaining what does 
not exist, but it will be the means of retaining the 
small share of the necessaries of life which re- 
mains in the country. Impressed most seriously 
with the urgency of the occasion, I earnestly re- 
commend to you, gentlemen, to apply to Congress, 
in such manner as your wisdom shall direct, for 
the interposition of their power, in preventing the 


exportation of bread stuff, and all other articles of 


food. A similar power has often been exercised 
by Congress, but never before, in any instance, so 
immediately beneficial to the people of this state, 
and I believe, of the whole United States. It goes 
to the comfort, and it is to be feared to the very 
existence of many of our constituents, especially 
those of the poorer class. 

In relation to the claims of the state for military 
expenditures during the late war, breceived a let- 
ter from the hon. ‘Thomas Cooper, one of our re- 
presentatives in congress, enclosing a report of the 
secretary of war, dated the 7th of March last, in 
which the secretary observes, that “the claims ex- 
hibited by Delaware, and New Hampshire have 
been suspended until evidence shail be produced 
to show that the emergency was such as to require 
the service without waiting the intervention of the 


14 








SATURDAY, JANUARY 25, 1817. 55° 


executive authority of the union.” In cdénse- 
quence of the above mentioned information, I en- 
deavoured to collect such evidence as seemed to 
be required, and transmitted the same to Mr. 
Cooper, then at Washington, who caused it to be 
laid before the secretary cf war. An answer to 
those communications was received by Mr. Coop- 
er, dated the 15th of April, informing that “ the 
evidence furnished by the correspondence be- 
tween the department of war and’the governor of 
the state of Delaware, is conceived to be sufficient 
to entitle the same to reimbursement from the 
United States, for the money expended by it in 
repelling the attack upon Lewes, in the spring of 
1813.” A copy of the note and report of the se- 
cretary of war will be laid before you. 

While endeavours are making for ascertaining 
amore correct principle, by ics to apportion 
the state tax between the several counties, no sub- 
ject is more worthy your attention than the or- 
ganization and power of the levy court, and the 
officers relating to taxes. The great object ‘in 
taxation is to attain equality and uniformity ; and 
this object cannot be attained without a strict and 
scrupulous execution of revenue laws, according 
to their true spirit and intention. By an inspec- 
tion of the county assessments made in ‘the au- 
tumn of 1815, and winter of 1816, so manifest a 
disproportion will appear that it would seem as if 
the officers of the respective counties had not act- 
ed under the same laws. The authority given to 
levy courts of granting money to such ‘uses as 
may redound to the public service and benefit of 
the respective counties,” scems to require a re- 
strictic.1 not provided by any act of assembly. A 
revision of the whole system of county rates and 
levies might be very beneficial. ‘iae ,levy court 
ought to flow from the people; they should be 
so constituted as to ensure the greatest possible 
discretion, knowledge, experience and integrity. 
A most essential improvement might be made by 
creating some check, by which their proceedings 
might be reviewed and controled: and.this would 
be no disparagement to their wisdom or integri- 
ty. All legislative bodies, to ensure greater deli- 
beration, and restrain improprieties, are in the 
United States, formed with two branches; and a 
partial negative, in several, is given the executive 
authority. The decisions of ail judicial tribunals 
(excepting courts of the last resort, from necessi- 
ty) are liable to re-examination ; and it would seem 
strange, on cool reflection, to suppose that no er- 
rors could creep into the wide ultimate range of 
the levy courts. It is not apprehended that the 
number of the members ought to be increased ; 
neither that two branches should be made out of 
the present bodies, but that no account should be 
allowed until it has been previously sanctioned by 
some of the officers or departments of govern- 
ment; and that no expenses should be incurred 
unless it had been previously ordered, except for 
contingencies to a certain amount in each county. 
Whenever the law has established any fee or 
emoluntent, no additional compensation should be 
made ; and all fees to officers and others concern- 
ed in the administration of justice, shoul be cer- 
tified by the justices; and the fees due to coro- 
ners upon all inquisitions held by them, should be 
taxed and certified by the supreme-court, to which 
such inquisitions are or ought to be, by law, inade 
returnable. To give greater respectability to 
those courts, thicy should have the power explicit- 
ly given them, to resirain radeness and misbelia- 
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viour and to punish all contempts committed in 
their presence whilst in session. 
it often happens that the valuations of the as- 
sessors in the respective hundreds are not com- 
pleted within the period fixed by law. This a- 
rises from various causes, more generally perhaps 
from the short space of time given for the per- 
formance of the services. A remedy may be pro- 
vided by directing the assessors to begin their val- 
uations in April, and to make return thereof to 
the clerk of the peace, by the first day of Septem- 
ber; and in case their valuations are not complet- 
ed by that time, to elect other assessors in Sep- 
tember ; as usual to finish them. Vacancies may 
- supplied in the manner now prescribed by 
aw. 
By the act entitled, “An act to increase the 
daily allowances of the commissioners of the levy- 
court and court of appeals, to abolish the office of 
tax commissioners, and for other purposes,” pass- 
ed Feb. 9, 1815, the duties of commissioners of 
tax are transferred to the levy court and court of 
appeals. This alteration it is apprehended, saved 
10 expense, and produced no advantage. ‘This 
inconvenience seems to result from it; that the 
same set of men are to hear in the first instance 
the complaints of those aggrieved, and after hav- 
ing arranged their valuations, they are required 
again to hear and remedy complaints. It is not 
likely that the second appeal will produce any re- 
lief to the individual, or any benefit to the public; 
it may beget much confusion and delay, and most 
probably create embarrassment. I therefore re- 
commend to you, a re-consideration of this parti- 
cular part of the before mentioned act of assembly. 
At the session.in January last, 1 recommended 
to the legislature a consideration and revision of 
the complex regulations which pervade our acts 
of assembly in relation to fines and forfeitures, 
mnarriage, tavern and hawker and _ pedlar licenses. 
Tis subject still seems to me to be of great im- 
portance in giving a knowledge of the state of 
public dues, and enabling their easy, certain and 
expeditious collection into the public treasury. It 
is much to. be questioned whether fines inflicted 
by justices of the peace for assaults and batteries, 
roduce any beneficial effect. It is highiy proba- 
Je that they are the source of peculation and in- 
trigue, and offer powerful temptations to a perver- 
sion of jaw and justice, and to the abuse of the 


dignity and authority of the State. Permit me, ff 


gentlemen, to refer you to that part of my former 
mcssage. 

By an additional supplement to an act, entitled 
* An act for opening and establishing a land-oftice 
within this State, and for the sale of all vacant 
lands therein,” passed the 2d day of February, 
1817, gencral warrants issued within a certain 
time mentioned in the act, by the recorder of 
deeds in Susscx county, although they were issued 
conirary to law, were made equally available with 
such as were éspecially prescribed and authorized 
by the original act. This indulgence of the legis- 
lature arese probably from the extent of tir evil; 
it being deemed less mjurious to sanction such war- 
rants than to suffer them to be annulled by the 
operation of the law. All such, and all other war- 
rants now remaining unexecuted, if any such there 
be, may, by the designs and artifices of cunning 
men, produce vexatious and distressing conse- 
quences to those who are unsuspicious of danger, 
and who are resting upon titles hitherto supposed 
wuimpeachable. The vacant lant in ihe county of 











{No. & Vor. my 
Sussex, ifthere be any, must be too unim, 


to deserve the notice of the State ; and it will 
duce more to the general welfare that it Con. 
quietly in the hands of the possessors, than 
the peace of families should be disturbed, for the 
sake of the scanty pittance which would be : 
ed to the treasury by their sale. J therein 
commend to you to forbid any such warrant tohe 
laid, or any survey to be made, after a 
time to be fixed for their execution; and afte 

: . ; r 
such time, expressly to abolish the power of the 
commissioners of the land offices, in all the coun 
ties. . 

The expense and general inconvenience of 
ing out new public roads, or common highwa ; 
have become of serious importance to seas at 
the counties of this State, and deserves the atten. 
tion of the legislature. Whether the regulations 
of the acts of assembly are improvident, or whe. 
ther they are abused, I cannot pretend to say; but 
certainly, in.many cases, there scarcely secms tg 
be a necessity for some roads which are laid out 
at the public charge. Where new towns are erect. 
ed or new landings established, or any other im. 
provements «ve made, generally beneficial, an ea 
and ready communication is desirable ; but it rare. 
ly happens that any common good can result from 
the opening of roads under other circumstances, 
If the benefits are partial, the expenses should be 
borne by those who enjoy them. It is to be re. 
marked that the original act for public brid es, 
causeways, and laying out and maintaining high. 
ways imposed the damages, costs, and charges on 
the petitioners ; and unul a late date the counties 
of Kent and Sussex were not liable for such ex. 
penses. In New-Castle county they were charged 
on the county in 1762. Isul:mitto you whether 
a recurrence to the provisions of the original act 
will not now be most equitable, as it relates both 
to the petitioners and the public throughout the 
State. 

There is another subject which requires the in. 
terposition of the legislature, but which must be 
afforded by the government of the United States, 
to be productive of any beneficial effects to the 
citizens of this State. I refer particularly to the 
atrocious crime of kidnapping. The legislature 
of this Siate has, from time to time, enacted laws 
which probably extend to all cases of kidnapping 
in the State; but owing to the contiguity to the 
borders of neighboring States, these laws are too 
easily eluded, and the miserable victims of avarice 
are soon carried beyond the reach of recovery. 
{t is generally understood and believed, and the 
frequent commission of the crime warrants the 
conclusion, that within the State of Maryland, 
there are near to the line of this State, several 
stations extending fiem the upper part of this 
State to its lower extremity, where negroes kid- 
napped in this State are carried and sold. There 
are a number of men peifectly taught and disci- 
plined, who assist in their transportation from 
Delaware; and after the negroes are once carried 
out of the State, they are irrecoverably lust, unless 
by some happy xccident they should be discover- 
ed, and some friendly unexpected aid should be 
given in distant States. A few hours after seizure 
affords sufficient time to pass the limits of the 
State, and to escape detection. Our own citizens 
engage in this horrid, traffic; but as there are ge- 
newly no witnesses of the fact, except the wreteh- 
ed sufferers, they escape with impunity ; and the 
laws of Muryluid cither do not apply or cannot 
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me, I confess, it appears won- 
be err that a peo can be devised 4 stop their 
~* through that State ; but such is the fact. 
ely can be expected short of the Congress 
of the United States. They can make regulations 
and impose securities and restrictions on vessels 
f every kind, passing from one State to another, 
M being on any of the waters of the United States. 
To them, gentlemen, I earnestly recommend to 
‘ou to represent this enormous crime, in the per- 
fect hope and confidence that they will effectually 
rohibit it. It may also be proper for the legis- 
ature, in aid of the cxistin laws, to authorize any 
rson to stop all those who are conveying ne- 
roes through any of the counties of this State, 
and bring them before some judge or justice of 
the peace, who should have power either to re- 
lease the parties, or oblige them to give security 
for their appearance at the court of quarter  ses- 
sions, according to the circumstances of the case. 
Before I close this address, I beg to be allowed 
to make some observations on the subject of pri- 
vate bills. There can scarcely occur a case where- 
in, the legislature is —s to for an especial 
right or privilege, in which the public welfare, or 
the right, privileges or property of some individu- 
al is not implicated. If it be a matter concerning 
the public, it can rarely happen to be of so pecu- 
far a nature that a general proyision will not be 
infinitely better for the community at large, than 
an exemption from the general laws, granted for 
the favor, indulgence or advantage of a single per- 
gon. This benefit will arise from a general provi- 
sion, so that its convenience or its inconveniencies 
will be felt by all, and will admit of every redress 
and improvement; but when the grant is especial, 
however injurious to others, it possibly would be 
claimed as a matter beyond future legislative con- 
trol, and not within any limits or restraint, while 
confined to the terms of the grant. Such cases, 
in governments like ours, where the privileges of 
all should be equal, ought to arise only from great 
necessity, or from some most unquestionable pub- 
lic good. Kedress in case of wrong is so difficult, 
tliat all the caution and wisdom of the legislature 
should be exercised on such occasions. If any ne- 
cessary public good requires the enactment of 
such laws, let me recommend to you to reserve to 
the legislature the right of making future regula- 
tions, touching the subject matter; and also the 
insertion of clauses subjecting the parties to for- 
feiture on failure of the performance, according 
to the true intent and meaning of the grant. 
Whenever such bills are of a still more private na- 
ture, as the allowing one individual to take the 
property of another, their constitutionality may be 
questioned, even where compensation is made. 
The property of no man can be taken from him, 
but on the very same terms by which he may be 
deprived of his life and liberty, unless it be taken 
and applied to public uses, upon compensation be- 
ing made. It cannot be applied to the use of an 
individual: it must be to an use and benefit com- 
mon to all the citizens; otherwise it cannot be a 
public use. Besides, it rarely happens that the 
actual value of the property is paid; and frequent- 
ly, the conseque: tial iijury much exceeds its in- 
trinsic value. It is to be feared that many private 
bills are of a judicial niture, and although they 
may be immediately acquiesced in, yet in future, 
may be the cause of mischief to some who may 
acquire property under them. 
I have received, gentlemen, for your use, since 
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the session in January last, two:sets (each contain- 
ing 4 volumes) of Bioren, Weightman and Duane’s 
edition of the laws of the United States, fifty-seven 
copies of the laws of the twelfth Congress, fifty- 
seven copies of the thirteenth Congress, ninety- 
six copies of the laws of the last session, and three 
sets of journals. These, with the laws of the ine 
dividual States, and other documents, together 
with such returns as I have, or may receive, in 
relation to the arms and military stores, the secre - 
tary of State will take the earhest opportunity of 
laying before you. No provision having hereto- 
fore been made for the distribution of the laws of 
the United States, and so great a number being 
now disposed in the State-house, I submit to the 
legislature whether some permanent provision 
should not be made for their distribution. ? 

A liberal interchange of laws and other State 
papers having taken place between the respective 
States of the Union, and as the governor of this 
State receives a number of such laws and papers 
annually,’ some measures for their preservation 
and safe-keeping would be desirable. The State 
has enjoyed its independence upwards of forty 
years. The seat of government during that pe- 
riod has been fixéd at Dover. And I conceive it 
would be useful to the executive, the ‘legislative 
and judicial departments of the government, and 
convenient to the citizens generally, to have the 
archives of the State established at the same place, 
under the superintendence and care of an officer 
appointed for the purpose. And, indeed, it seems 
more necessary that our State should have an es- 
tablishment of this kind; when we consider that 
the secretary of State; who is entrusted with most 
of the public papers, resides frequently in one of 
the other counties, and that no executive officer 
is bound by law to reside at the seat of govern- 
ment. 

The commissioners appointed to liquidate and 
settle the accounts for military services and ex- 
penditures, not having fully completed that ser- 
vice, and the auditor not being able to furnish me 
with a list to transmit to the department of war, it 
hath not been in my power to comply with the 
resolution of the general assembly of the 10th of 
February last. ant 

DANIEL RODNEY. 
Dover, Jan. 7, 1817. 





NATIONAL LEGISLATURE. 


SENATE. 


Thursday, Jan. 16—My. Tichenor submitted 
the following motion for consideration : 

Resolved, That the secretary of wat be directed 
to lay before the Scnate, without delay, a. state- 
ment of the number of officers, non-commissioned 
officers, musicians, and privates, now composing 
the military establishment of the United States, to 
what posts they are stationed, and the actual num- 
ber at each post, respectively. 

Mr. Taylor submitted for consideration the fol- 
lowing motion : 

Resolved, That the cemmittce on post-offices 
and post-roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a post route from Vin- 
cennes, by Emmerson’s mill, Carlisle, and Mon- 
roe, to Fort Harrison, and that they have leave to 
report by bill or otherwise. 

Mr. Ashmun laid before the Senate the follow- 





ing resolution for consideration : 
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Resolved, That the committee on finance be in- 


structed to inquire into the expediency of so far| 


altering the law imposing a duty on carriages, as 
to exempt from its operation any carriage which 
is usually and chiefly emploved in husbandry, or 
for the transportation or carrying of goods, with 
leave to report by bill or otherwise. 

After postponing several bills ordered for this 
day, and transacting some executive business, the 
Senate adjourned. 

Friday, Jan. 17—Mr. Tait reported a bill to 
enable the people of the western part of the Mis- 
sissippi Territory to form a constitution and State 
government, and for the admission of such State 
into the Union on an equal footing with the ori- 
ginal States; and the bill was read and passed to 
a second reading. 

Mr. T, also reported a bill to-establish a sepa- 
rate territorial government for the eastern part of 
the Mississippi Territory ; which was also passed 
to a second reading. 

The Senate agreed to the resolutions moved 
yesterday by Mr. Taylor and Mr. Ashmun. 

Two or three resolutions were submitted to day, 
but not acted on. 

A report was received from the acting secreta- 
ry of war, transmitting information directed by the 
Senate, relative to the exchange of land with cer- 
tain Indian tribes under the act of March, 1804. 

The bills from the other House, discharging 
Oliver Spellman from imprisonment, and discharg- 
ing John Ricaud from imprisonment, were read a 
third time and finally passed. 

Tuesday, Jan. 21—The bill making partial ap- 
propriations for the military service of the United 
States, was read a third time and finally passed. 

~The resolution reported by the committee on 
public lands contemplating an appropriation to 
enable the executive to make an exchange of 
lands with certain Indian tribes, was taken up and 
agreed to by the following vote : 


YEAS—Messrs. Barbour, Campbell, Condit, Hardin, Howell, 
Macon, Mason, N. H. Morrow, Noble, Roberts, Ruggles, Stan- 
ford, Smith, Stokes, Talbot, Tait, Taylor, Troup, Williams— 


% 

 NAYS—Messes. Ashmun. Brown, Chase, Dagget, Dana, 
Fromentin, Gaillard, Goldsborough, Horsey, Hunter, King, 
Mason, Va. Thompson, Tichenor, Varnum, Wells, Wilson—17 

The resolve was then referred to the committee 
of finance to bring a bill. 

Mr. Roberts, from the committee on the Geor- 
gia claims for militia services in 1792 and 1793, 
against the Indians, made a report concluding with 
the following. resolve : 

“ Resolved, That a committee be appointed to 
draught and report a bill appropriating § 109,150 
and 65 cents, for the payment of the said claim of 
the State of Georgia.” 

A resolution offered by Mr. Tichenor, was a- 
greed to. 

Resolved, That the secretary of war be directed 
to lay before the Senate a statement at what posts 
the present army of the United States are station- 
ed, and the actual number at each post respec- 
tively. 

Mr. Roberts, from the committee on the bill 
from the House to amend the claims law, reported 
the same with amendments, not affecting the prin- 
ciple of the bill. 

The resolution to authorize the President of the 
United States to employ John Trumbull to com- 
pose and execute certain paintings, was reada 
third time, and passed by the following vote : 


_ YEAS—Messrs. Ashmun, Barbour, Brown, Dagget, Dana, 
Fromentin, Gaillard, Goldsberough, Hardin, Horsey, Hunter, 


| King, Mason, N. H. Mason, Va. Sanford, Smith, 
r Ma Tayior, sat Tichenor, Varnems Wa, Wit 
eae ag fous Mite, Maron M,N, 

The resolve was sent to the other House for 
concurrence. 

Mr. King presented the memorial of the shi 
owners a others interested in foreign com P 
: : merce 
in the city of New-York, representing that the 
operation of the several commercial and colonial 
regulations adopted by foreign nations, for the pro. 
tection and promotion of their own trade, has de. 
pressed that of the United States, and praying that 
all restrictions be removed or rendered equal, } 
the adoption of correspondent regulations, on the 
part of the United States ; and the memorial wag 
read and referred to the committee on foreign re. 
lations. 

Wednesday, Jan. 22.—The bill to authorize the 
state of Tennessee to perfect certain land titles 
with amendments proposed, together with the 
memorial of the legislature of North Carolina, re. 
specting the lands reserved by said state, by her 
cession act, for the relief of her officers and sol. 
diers, and other claimants within the territory of 
the state of Tennessee, were, on motion of Mr, 
Stokes, referred to a committee on public lands, 

The bill to provide for the due execution of the 
laws of the United States, within the state of In. 
diana, was postponed to Tuesday next, on motion 
of Mr. Noble. 

The bill respecting the heirs and legatees of 
Thomas ‘Turner, deceased, was taken up, and on 
the question, to pass the same to the third reading, 
was rejected. 

The bill-to establish a separate territorial gov- 
ernment for the eastern par* of the Mississippi 
territory, was also made the order of the day on 
Tuesday next. 

The bill from the House of Representatives, to 
amend the act, authorizing the payment for pro- 
perty lost, &c. with amendments reported thereto 
by the committee of claims, was taken up, and, 
on motion of Mr. Talbot, was postponed to Fri- 


H day next. 


On motion of Mr. Barbour, 

Resolved, That five hundred copies be printed 
of the report of Mr. Jefferson, then secretary of 
state, dgied December 16, 1793, on the privileges 
and restrictions of the commerce of the United 
States, in foreign countries, pursuant to the reso- 
lution of the House of Representatives of Februa- 
ry 23, 1791. 

Thursday, Jan. 23.—Mr. Campbell, from the 
committee on finance, to whom the subject was 
referred, reported a bill making an appropriation 
to enable the President of the United States, to 
hold treaties with the Indian tribes therein men- 
tioned. 

On motion of Mr. Tait, the committee on the 
post-office and post-roads was instructed to in- 
quire into the expediency of establishing a post 
route from Milledgeville in Georgia, to Carnes- 
ville, by Washington, Elberton, and Danielsville. 

‘The bili to establish a new executive depart- 
ment, and for other purposes, was resumed ; but, 
on motion of Mr. Campbell, was again postponed 
to Monday. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Thursday, Jan. 16—Mr. Lowndes, from the 
committee of ways and means, reported a bill sup- 
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persons imprisoned for debts due the a 
States; which was twice read and committed. 

The bills from the Senate, for the relief of Wil- 
liam Edwards, and for authorizing the sale of cer- 
tain grounds belonging to the United States, in 
the city of Washington, were severally twice read 
abet of the Senate to the bill for 
the relief of William Haslett, were taken up and 
concurs then again resolved itself into a 
committee of the whole, Mr. Breckenridge in the 
chair, on the bill to repeal the act of the last ses- 
sion, fixing the compensation of the members of 
Congress—the substitute offered yesterday by Mr. 
Randolph, first, to repeal the act of last session, 
and, secondly, to deduct from the pay of the 
members an amount equivalent to what they have 
received more than they would have been enti- 
tled to under the former pay of six dollars a day— 
being under consideration, ’ 

The debate was resumed, and continued, by 
yarious speakers, nearly three hours; when the 
question was taken on the proposed substitute, 
and negatived by a very large majority. 

In the course of the debate on Mr. Randolph’s 
motion, Mr. Reynolds suggested the propriety of 
so amending the proposition as to make the ex- 
cess refundable with legal interest ; but it was not 
offered for decision. 

Mr. Forsyth then moved to amend the bill so 
as to take effect from the commencement of the 
present session, instead of from the passage 
thereof. 

This motion was opposed by Mr. Grosvenor, 
and advocated by Mr. Forsyth at some length, 
when 

The motion was negatived—ayes 55, nays 96. 

The committee then rose, and reported the bill 
as amended to the House, and 

The House adjourned. 

Friday, Jan. 17.—Mr. Robertson, from the com- 
mittee of public lands, made unfavorable reports 
on the petition of the legislature of Missouri, re- 
specting the county town of Lawrence county ; 
which was read and concurred in. 

Mr. Harrison, from the committee on the sub- 
ject of classing and re-organizing the militia, made 
a report thereon, embracing a wide and general 
view of the matter committed to them. With the 
report Mr. H. introduced a bill for organizing, 
elassing, and arming the militia; which was twice 
read by its title, and, with the report, ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. Pickens, from the select committee on the 
subject, made a report on the petition of certain 
delegates of the Mississippi Territory, praying for 
the admission of that territory into the Union as 
an independent State without division. The re- 
port embraces a general view of the extent and 
population of the territory, and its presumed ca- 
pacity for maintaining additional population, and 
concluded by the introduction of a bill for the ad- 
mission of the whole territory into the Union as 
- State; which bill was twice read by its title 
and committed. 

The speaker Jaid before the House a letter from 
the secretary of the treasury, transmitting the an- 
nual st tement of the district tonnage of the Unit- 
ed States, on the 3ist Dec. 1816: also the report 
of the commissioners of the navy pension fund, 
which was ordered to be printed. 

The House took up the report of the commit- 
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tee of the whole, on the bill to repeal the act of 
last session, to change the mode of compensation 
of the members of Congress, &c. , 

‘Phe question on agreeing with the committee 
in their report being stated, : 

The debate on the merits of the bill was com- 
menced by Mr. Calhoun, who was followed by 
Messrs. Wheaton, Southard, Pickering, Wilde, 
Culpepper, and Taylor of N. Y. ! 

About four o’clock the question on concurring 
with the committee of the whole House in their 
amendment, to’wit: filling the blank with sir dol- 
lars, as the daily pay, was taken, and decided in 
the negative, as follows: 

YEAS.—Messrs. Archer, Avery, Baer, Baker, Barbour, Bas- 
sett, Bennet, Blount, Boss, Brooks, Bryan, Barwell, Cady, 
Caldwell, Cannon, Cilley, Comstock, Conner, Cra Dar- 
lington, Desha, Dickens, Edwards, Fletcher, G! w, Golds- 
borough, Goodwyn, Hahn, Hale, Hammond, i i 
son, Hawes, Heister, Hendricks, Her Hooks, H 
gerford, Ingham, Jackson, Johnson, Ky. King; in, Lew- 
is, Little, Lumpkin, Lyle, Lyon, Wm. Maclay, Wm, P. Maclay, 
Mason, M‘Coy, Hugh Nelson, Thos. M. Nelson, Noyes, Orms- 
by, Parris, Peter, Piper, Pleasants, Roane, Root, 9 . 
Smith, Md. Smith, Va. Southard, Taul, Taylor, N. Y. Telfair, 
Tyler, Vose, Wallace, Ward, N.J. Whiteside, Wilcox, Wilkin, 
Williams, Willoughby, William Wilson.—81, 

NAYS.—Messrs. Adams, aa Alexander, Atherton, 
Bateman, Baylies, Betts, Birdsall, Birdseye, Bradbury, Breck: 
enridge, Brown, Calhoun, Carr, Mas, Champion, happell 
Clark, N. Y. Clark, N. C. Clayton, Ciendennin, Condict, 
Creighton, Crocheron, Cuipepper, Findley, Forney, Forsyth, 
Gaston, Gold, Griffin, Grosvenor, Hall, Henderson, Hopkin- 
son, Hulbert, Irving, Ns Y. Irwin, Penn. Jewett, Johnson, Va. 
Kent, Kerr, Va. Law, Love, Lovett, Lowndes, Marsh, M‘Kee, 
M‘Lean, Middleton, Miller, Mills, Milnor, Mo’ Moere, 
Moseley, Murfree, Jer. Nelson, Newton, Pickens, Pickering, 
Pitkin, Powell, eros Reed, Reynolds, Rice, Ruggles, 
Savage, Schenck, Sheffey, Smit enn. Stearns, Strong, 
Stuart, Sturges, T: rt, Tally ie» Tate, Taylor, S, C. 
‘Thomas, Townsend, ard, Mass, Ward, N. Y. Wendover, 
Wheaton, Wilde, Thos. Wilson, Woodward, Wright, Yancey, 
Yates.—91, 

So the House disagreed to the report, leaving 
the amount to be filled by a future vote; and the 
House adjourned. 

Saturday, Jan. 18.—Mr. Robertson, from the 
eommittee on public lands, made an unfavorable 
report on the petitions of the trustées of Jefferson 
College, Diego M‘Voy; the inhabitants of Monroe 
county, in the Mississippi Territory, in behalf -of 
John Bradford and of John M‘Allister and Foster 
Cook; which were severally concurred in. 

Mr. Fobertson, also, from the committee, re- 
ported a bill to continue in force the act relative 
to settlers on the public ‘lands, which was twice 
read and committed. 

Mr. Lowndes, from the committee of ways and 
means, reported a bill authorizing the secretary of 
the treasury to pay the State of Georgia 15 per- 
cent. upon the quota of direct tax, for/the year 
1816, assumed and paid by that State; which was 
twice read and committed. 

Mr. Sharp offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, By the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States, that a joint com- 
mittee be appointed to allot to the standing com- 
mittees of both Houses of Congress, and such se- 
lect cominittees as are appointed at the commence- 
ment of each session of Congress on the Presi- 
dent’s message, their rooms for the discharge of 
the public business. 

The reason stated by the mover for this resolu- 
tion was the impossibility, from the present ar- 
rangement and occupation of the comnitittee 
rooms, of some committees acting on the business 
referred to them, &e. 

The resolution was read by unanimous éonsent 
the first, second and third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Atherton the committee on 
post-oflices and post-roads were instructed to in- 
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quire into the expediency of establishing a post- 
route from Dunstable, in New-Hampshire, over 
the Merrimac, to Northampton, in the same State. 

The speaker laid before the House a message 
from the President of the United States, transmit- 
ting an account of the contingent expenses of the 
executive for the year 1816; which was laid on 
the table. (Nothing expended from it.] 

The speaker also laid before the House a letter 
from the commissioner of the general land office, 
transmitting the report of the commissioners ap- 
pointed to ascertain and adjust claims to land in 
the eastern district of Louisiana; which was re- 
ferred to the committee on public lands. — h 

The House then proceeded to the consideration 
of the bill to repeal the act of last sessyon, com- 
monly called the compensation law. The bill 
having, by the vote of yesterday, been left blank 
as to the per diem allowance for attendance and 
for each day’s travelling : : 

Mr. Grosvenor moved to fill the first blank with 
the sum of. ten dollars; but spoke briefly against 
the necessity. of allowing the same sum for each 
20 miles’ travelling, for which be thought the 
former sum of six dollars sufficient. , 

The debate was resumed on the merits of the 
bill and continued some time, when 

The question on filling the blank with ten was 
decided in the negative, as follows : 

YEAS.—Messrs. Alexander, Atherton, Calhoun, Chappell, 
Clayton, Clendennin, Creig} D port, Forsyth, Griffin, 
Grosvenor, Henderson, Hopkinson, Irving, N. Y. Lovett, 
Marsh, Middleton, Mills, Milnor, Moore, Pickering, Powell, 
Schenck, Sheffey, Smith, Penn. Stuart, Tate, Thomas, Ward, 

. ¥. Wendover, Wilde, Thos. Wi'son, Wright.—33. 

NAYS.—Messrs. Adams, Adgate, Archer, Avery, Baer, 
Baker, Barbour, Bassett, Bateman, Baylies, Bennett, Betts, 
Birdsall, Birdseye, Blount, Bradbury, Brooks, Brown, Bryan, 
Burwell, Cady, Caldwell, tannen, Corr, Ms. Champion, Cil- 
ley, Clark, N. Y, Clark, N, C. Comstock, Condict, Conner, 
Crawford, Crocheron, Culpepper, Darlington, Desha, Dickens, 
Edwards, Findley, Fletcher, Forney, Gaston, Gold, Goldsho- 
rough, Goodwyn, Hahn, Hale, Hail, Hammond, Hardin, Har- 
rison, Hawes, Heister, Hendrieks, Herbert, Hooks, Huger, 
Halbert, H rd, Ingham, Irwin, Penn. Jackson, Jewett, 
Johnson, Va. Johnson, Ky. Kent, Kerr, Va. King, Langdon, 
Taw, Lewis, Little, Love, Lowndes, Lumpkin, Lyie, Lyon, 
Wm, Maclay, Wm. P. Maclay, Mason, M‘Coy, M*Kee, M‘Lean, 
Miller, Moffitt, Moseley, Jer. Neison, Hugh Nelson, Tho. M. 
Nelson, Newton, Noyes, Ormsby, Parris, Peter, Piper, Pitkin, 
Pics, endotps, Reed, Reynolds, Rice, Roane, Root, 
Ross, cs, Savage, Sharp, Smith, Md. Smith, Va. South- 
ard, Stearns, Strong, Sturges, Tallmadge, Taul, Taylor, N. Y. 
‘Taylor, S.C, Telfair, Townsend, Tyler, Vose, Wallace, Ward, 
Ms. Ward, N. J. Wheaton, Whiteside, Wilcox, Wilkin, Wil- 
liams, Willoughby, Wm. Wilson, Woodward, Vancey.—134, 

Mr. Culpepper moved to fill the first blank with 
nine, and the question taken thereon without de- 
bate, and decided in the negative. as follows: 

YEAS.—Messrs, Alexander, Atherton, Ca'houn, Chappell, 
Clayton, Clendennin, Creighton, Culpepper, Davenport, For- 
syth, Griffin, Grosvenor, Henderson, Hopkinson, Irving, N. Y. 
Kerr, Va. Lowndes, Marsh, M‘Kee, Middleton, Miller, Mills, 
Milnor, Moore, Newton, Pickering, Powell, Reynolds, Rug- 
Rice, Schenck, Sheffey, Smith, Penn. Stearns, Strong, Taggart, 

ate, Thomas, Ward, Ms. Ward, N. Y, Wendover, Wilde, 
Thos. Wilson, Wright.—43, 

NAYS.—Messrs. Adams, Adgate, Archer, Avery, Baer, 
Baker, Barbonr, Bassett, Bateman, Baylies, Bennett, Betts, 
Birdsall, Birdseye, Blount, Boss, Bradbury, Breckenridge, 
Brooks, Bryan, Burwell, Cady, Caidwell, €annon, Carr, Ms. 
Champion, Cilley, Clark, N. Y. Clark, N. C. Comstock, Con- 
dict, Conner, Crawford, Crocheron, Dar!ing'on, Desha, Dick- 
ens, Edwards, Findley, Fleteher, Forney, Gaston, Gold, Goids- 

igh, Goodwyn, Hahn, Hale, Hali, Hammond, Hardin, 
Harrison, Hawes, Heister, Hendricks, Herbert, Hooks, Huger, 
Halbert, Hungerford, Ingham, Irwin, Penn. Jackson, Jewett, 
Johnson, Va, Johnson, Ky. King, Langdon, Law, Lewis, Lit- 
te, Love, Lovett, Lumpkin, Ly!e, Lyon, Wm. Maclay, Wm. 
Y. Maclay, Mason, M‘Coy, M‘Lean, Moffitt, Moseley, Jer. Nel- 
son, Hugh Nelson, Thos. M. Nelson, Noyes, Ormsby, Parris, 
Peter, Piper, Pitkin, Pleasants, Randolph, Recd, Rice, Roane, 
Root, Ross, Savage, Sharp, Smith, Md. Smith, Va. Southard, 
Stuart, Sturges, Tallmadge, Taul, Taylor, N. Y. Taylor, S. C. 
Tevtair, ‘Townsend, ‘Tyler, Vose, Waliace, Ward, N. J. Whea- 
ton, Whiteside, Wileox, Wiikin, Williams, Willoughby, Wm. 
Wilson, Woodw ard, Yancey.—123, 
Mr. Thos. Wilson tacn moved to fill the blanks, 
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both as to the per diem and the allowance for 
every 2) miles’ travelling, with eight. 

The debate was resumed on this question and 
continued till near sun-set; when , 

The House adjourned. 

Monday, Jan. 20.—Among the petitions pre 
sented this morning, was a memorial, by Mr. Gas, 
ton, from the legislature of North-Carolina, Temon 
strating against the act of Congress, passed 1806, 
to authorize the State of Tennessee to issue grants 
and perfect titles to certain lands therein describ. 
ed, and to settle the claims to vacant and una pro- 

riated lands within the same, setting forth the 
injustice practised upon persons holding grants of 
the said lands issued by the State of North-Caroli. 
na; and praying that the right of that State to 
perfect titles in the territory south and west of Elk 
river line, not only upon the entries and warrants 
originally laid there, but also on those lands origi- 
nally on what is now called East Tennessee, may 
be confirmed, and that a board of commissioners 
may be authorized and appointed, one by each 
of the above States, and one by the United ‘States, - 
to adjudicate all warrants and entries of land in 
question, and pronounce upon their validity, and 
that preference may be given to entries and war- 
rants issued by North-Carolina, over those issued 
by Tennessee ; or that the said act of 1806 may be 
repealed, so far as the same conflicts with the 
rights of the State of North-Carolina. 

After some discussion, in which Messrs. Gaston, 
Yancey, and Culpepper, opposed laving the re. 


port on the table, and Messrs. Cannon and Rey- 


nolds advocated that course, 

The memorial was referred to a select commit- 
tee. 

Mr. Smith, of Maryland, from the committee of 
ways and incans, reported a bill making appropri- 
ations for the service of the government for the 
year 1817 ; which was twice read by its title, and 
committed. 

Mr. Taylor, of New-York, moved the following 
resolution : 

Resolved, That the commissioner of the public 
buildings be instructed to report to this House 
what causes have retarded the repairs of the south 
wing of the capitol, and at what time its prepara- 
tion for the reception of the House of Represen- 
tatives may be reasonably anticipated. 

After some remarks from Mr. Taylor in support 
of the resolution, 

Mr. Condict moved to lay the resolution on the 
table, and it was ordered by the House. 

On motion of Mr. Findley, the committee on 
the post-office and post-roads were instructed to 
inquire into the expediency of establishing a post 
route from the New Town, on the Somerset great 
stage road, in Pennsylvania, by the way of Pair- 
ficid meeting-house, to Armagh, in said State. 

The House then proceeded to the consideration 
of the bill to repeal the act of last session, to change 
the mode of compensation to the members of Con- 
gress; the motion to fill up the blank with eight 
dollars being still under consideration. 

The debate was resumed on the merits of the 
bill, and continued until near five o’clock, when 

The question was taken on filling the blank with 
eight doilars, and decided in the negative, as fol- 
lows ; 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Adgate, Alexander, 
Bateman, Birdsall, Birdseye, Calhoun, Cannon, 
Carr, Mass. Champion, Chappell, Clark, N. Y. Con- 
dict, Creighton, Crocheron, Culpepper, Daven- 
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indley, Forney, Forsyth, Gaston, Gold, 
Pore yall, tlenderson, Hopkinson, Ingham, Ir- 
_ N. Y. Jackson, Johnson, Va. Kent, Kerr, . Va. 


ving; ” - 7 y , y a>) 2 lav 
ndes, Wm. Maclay, Wm. P. Maclay, 
= Aggy 2 py Middleton, Miller, Mills, Milnor, 
Moffitt, Moore, Moseley, Jer. Nelson, Newton, 
Pitkin, Powell, Reynolds, Rice, Ruggles, Savage, 
Schenck, Sheffey, Smith, Penn. Stearns, Strong, 
Sturges, ‘Taggart, Talmadge, Telfair, Thomas, 
Townsend, Wallace, Ward, _Mass. Wendover, 
Wheaton, Wilde, Thomas W ilson, Wm. Wilson, 
Woodward, Wright, Yancey, Yates—76. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Atherton, Avery, Baer, 
Baker, Barbour, Bassett, Baylies, Bennet, Betts, 
Blount, Boss, Bradbury, Breckenridge, Brooks, 
Bryan, Burwell, Cady, Caldwell, Cilley, Clark, N. 
C. Clayton, Clendennin, Comstock, Conner, Craw- 
ford, Darlington, Desha, Dickens, Edwards, Fletch- 
er, Goldborough, Goodwyn, Grosvenor, Hahn, Hale, 
Hammond, Hardin, Harrison, Heister, Hendricks, 
Herbert, Hooks, Huger, Hulbert, Hungerford, Ir- 
win, Penn. Jewett, Johnson, Ky. King, Langdon, 
Lewis, Little, Lovett, Lumpkin, Lyle, Lyon, Marsh, 
Mason, M‘Coy, Murfree, Hugh Nelson, Thomas 
M. Nelson, Noyes, Ormsby, Parris, Peter, Picker- 
ing, Piper, Pleasants, Randolph, Reed, Roane, 
Root, Ross, Sharp, Smith, Md. Smith, Va. South- 
ard, Stuart, Taul, Taylor, N. Y. Taylor, 8. C. Ty- 
ler, Vose, Ward, N. Y. Ward, N. J. Whiteside, 
Wilcox, Wilkin, Williams, Willoughby—92. 

Mr. Grosvenor then offered an amendment sub- 
stantially to repeal all laws on this subject from 
the end of the session, leaving it to the next Con- 
gress to act on the subject as they might think 
proper. : : 

Mr. Harrison moved to recommit the bill to a 
committee of the whole House, with instructions 
to fill the blank with six dollars, and, as it would 
decide the sense of the House on the sum, he 
called for the yeas and nays. ; 

Mr. Forsyth suggested as a readier and prefer- 
able mode than going through all the forms of the 
Mouse, again, the propricty of repealing at once 
the present and reviving the former act, which 
would produce the result contemplated by Mr. 
Harrison, and expressed the regret and humilia- 
tion he felt that the subject should have occupied 
so much time as it had already, and his dislike to 
eommence it anew. 

Before the question was taken on Mr. Harrison’s 
motion, 

The House adjourned. 

Tuesday, Jan. 21.—Mr. Robertson, from the 
committee on the public lands, reported a bill to 
allow further time for entering certain donation 
rights in the district of Detroit ; which was twice 
read and committed. 

Mr. Lowndes laid before the House a letter ad- 
dressed to him as chairman of the committee of 
ways and means, by the secretaries of State, of 
the treasury, of war, and of the navy, respecting 
the accountability of public officers and agents and 
the duties and emoluments of the attorney gcne- 
ral; which was laid on tlic table, and ordered to 
be printed. 

The Speaker laid before the House a letter from 
the treasury departn.ent, transmitting, agrecably 
to a request of the House, information in relation 
to the lead mines of the United States, in Missouri 
Territory ; which was referred to the committee 
on the public lands. 

Mr. Smith, of Md. from the committee on for- 
eign affairs, reported a bill to prohibit all commer- 
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cial intercourse with places, into or with which 
the vessels of the United States are not permitted to 
enter and trade ; which was twice read by its title, 
and committed. 

The House then again proceeded to the con- 
sideration of the bill to repeal the compensation 


. 


law. Mr. Harrison’s motion of pomasiey to com- 
mit the bill to a committee of the whole, with in- 
struction to fill the blank with six dollars being 
under consideration. 

Mr. Harrison, after stating that he felt some 
doubt as to the propriety of that part of his mo- 
tion, which embraced an instruction to the commit- 
tee of the whole, requested permission to withdraw 
that branch of it, and did so accordingly. 

The motion for indefinite postponement was sup- 
ported warmly by. Mr. Wright, and briefly by Mr. 
Calhoun, and zealously opposed by Mr. Parris, 
when the question on the indefinite postponement 
was decided in the negative, as follows : 

YEAS—Messrs, Adams, Atherton, Baer, Baker, Baylies, 
Bradbury, Breckenridge, Calhoun, Carr, Ms, Chappell, Clark, 
N. Y. Ciayton, Clendennin, Condiet, Crawford, Cul 4 
Davenport, Giasgow, Griffin, Grosvenor, Hopki ° 
Irving, N. Y. Jewett, Kerr, Va. Law,Love, Lovett, Marsh, Mid- 
dieton, Mills, Milnor, tt, Moore, Jer. Nelon, Pickering, 
gbatee, —— Sheffey, Sa Fae a, Sand 

turges, Taggart, ate mas, Wallace, 
N. ¥. Wendover, Woodward, Wright, Yates 253. 
NAYS.—Messrs, Adgate, Alexa , Archer, Avery, Barbour, 
Bateman, Bennet, Betts, Bi 1, Birdseye, Biount, 
Boss, Brooks, Bryan, Burwell, Cady, Caldwell, Cannon, Cham- 
pion, Cilley, Ciark, N.C. Comstock, Conner, Crei Cie 
a oy ‘on, ae me Edwards, Fletcher, For- 
ney, Fors sborough, Goodwyn, Hahn, Hale, 
Hall, ee Me i Harken” Vicon Henderson; Hen” 
dricks, Herbert, Hooks, Huger, Hungerford, Ingham, irwin, 
Penn, Jackson, Johnson, Va. Johnson, oP Kent, King, Lang- 
don, Lewis, Little, Lowndes, Lumpkin, Ly!e, Lyon, Wm. Ma- 
clay, Wm. P. Maclay, Mason, M’Coy, Mikec, M’Lean#@iller, 
Moseley, Murfree, Hugh Nelson, ‘thos. M, Nelson, Newton, 
Noyes, Ormsby, Parris, Peter, Pi¢kens, Piper, Pitkin, Plea- 
sants, Powell, andaiph, Reed, gee ice, Roane, Root, 
Ross, Ruggles, Savage, Sharp, Smith, Md, Smith, Va, Southard, 
Strong, ‘laul, ‘Taylor, N. Y. ‘Taylor, S. C. Teifair, ‘Townsend, 
Tyler, Vose, Ward, Ms. Ward, N.J. Wheaton, Whiteside, Wil. 
eox, Wilde, Williams, Thos, Wilson, Wm. Wilson, Yancey 
—115. 

The motion then recurred to re-commit the bill 
to a committee of the whole House, which motion 
was decided in the negative, yeas 58. , 

The question then recurred on the motion made. 
yesterday, by Mr. Grosvenor. 

The motion was supported earnestly and at 
length by Mr. Robertson; when 

Mr. Taylor, of N. ¥. moved to amend the a- 
mendment by confining the repeal of the existing 
act, and thus teave the subject of compensation as 
it stood prior to the act of last session, which he 
modified, on the suggestion of Mr. Forsyth, so as 
to revive expressly the former laws on the sub- 
| ject. ‘ 
After a desultory debate: of some time on the 
motion of Mr. Grosvenor, and the amendment 
proposed thereto, 

The question was taken on Mr. Taylor’s motion 
and decided in the affirmative, as follows : 

YEAS.—Messrs, Adgate, Archer, Avery, Baker, Barbour, 
Rassett, Bennett, Blount, Boss, Brooks, Bryan, Burwell, Cald- 
well, Cannon, Cilley, Comstock, Conner, Crawford, Croche- 
ron, Dartington, Desha, Diekens, Edw: Fletcher, Forsyth, 
Glasgow, Goldsborough, Goodwyn, H. Hale, Hall, Ham- 
hom Hardin, Harrison, Heister, ‘Hendrie , Herbert, Hooks, 
Huger, Hungerford, Jackson, Johnson Va. Johnson, Ky. King, 
Lena Lewis, Little, Lowndes, Lampkin, ijekgne, Wm. 
Maclay, Win. P. Maclay, Mason, M‘Coy, M*Kee, M*Lean, , 
Nelson, Thos. M. Nelson, Noyes, Ormsby, Parris, Peter, Plesi- 
sants, Roane, Ruot, Ross, Sharp, Smith, Md. Smith, Va, South. 
ard, Taui, ‘Taylor, N. Y. Teifair, Townsend, Tyler, Vose, 
Wallace, Ward, N. J. Whiteside, Wilcox, Wilde, Wilkin, 
Williams, Willoughby, Wm. Wiison, Yancey.—87, 

NAYS.—Messis. Alexandey, Atherton, Baer, Bateman, Bay- 
lies, Betts, Birdsal), Birdseye, Bradbury, Breckenridge, Cx- 
houn, Carr,Mass, Champion, Chappe:!, Ciark N.Y, C 











C, Cayton, Ciendennin, Condict, Creighton, Culpepper, Da- 
venport, Fi indiey, Foruey, Gaston, Go:d, Giitiin, Grosvenor, 











62 THE NATIONAL REGISTER. 


Henderson, Hopkinson, Hulbert, Ingham, Irving, N. Y. Ir- 
ying: Penn. Jewett, Kent, Kerr, Va, Law, Love, Lovett, Marsh, 
Middleton, Miller, Mills, Milnor, Moffitt, Moore, Moseley, Mur- 
free, Jeremiah Nelson, Newton, Pickens, Pickering, Piper, 
Pitkin, Powell, Randolph, Reed, Reynolds, Rice, Robertson, 
Ruggles, Savage, Schenck, Sheftey, Smith, Pa. Stearns, Strong, 
Stuart, Sturges, Taggart, Kage = Tait, Taylor, S. C. 
‘Thomas, W: Mass, Ward, N. Y. Wendover, Wheaton, Tho- 
mas Wilson, Woodward, Wright, Yates—83. 

So the amendment to the amendment was agreed 
to, and the question recurred on the motion offer- 
ed by Mr. Grosvenor, as amended, 

Mr. Sharp, for the purpose of giving an oppor- 
tunity to gentlemen to improve the amendment, 
and allow them to make as perfect as possible the 
bill under discussion, moved a reconsideration of 
the vote just taken ; which motion was agreed to, 
ayes 87; and 

Mr. Taylor’s amendment was again brought be- 
fore the House ; when he withdrew that part of 
his amendment which expressly revived the act 
in force prior to the act of last session, so as to con- 
fine his motion to a simple repeal of the existing 
act. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
as modified, and decided by yeas and nays, as fol- 
lows : 

For the amendment, 85 
Against it, 81 

The question was then taken on Mr. Grosve- 
por’s motion, as amended, and decided in the ne- 

tive. 

For the amendment, 81 
Against it, 83 

So the House decided simply to repeal the law 
of last session, from and after the passing of the 
present bill. 

Mr. Forsyth then moved another section, direct- 
ing substantially, that the accounts of the members 
for services during the present session, be adjust- 
ed and settled in such manner, and by the same 
rules, as if the act of the last session had not been 
passed, and thereon demanded the yeas and nays. 

Mr. Randolph moved to strike out of the motion 
the words “ for services rendered during the present 
session.” 

This motion and the preceding gave rise to 
much discussion, in-which Mr. Forsyth supported 
his amendment as a necessary instruction to the 
officers of the treasury and those of this House. 

Mr. Randolph supported his motion as substan- 
tially the same which he had offered in committee 
of the whole, to refund the excess received dur- 

ing the present Congress, over what would have 
been received under the law prior to the last ses- 
sion. 

Mr. Forsyth supported his motion at some length 
and opposed the amendment offered thereto by 
Mr. Randolph ; because, however proper he might 
deem its operation on the present session, as the 
members had received their compensation for the 
last session, it was not his wish now to touch it, or 
to coerce its re-payment. 

Mr. Culpepper thought if any thing at all was 
done, as proposed by the motion, it ought to be 
something worthy of the effort; and was, there- 
fore, in favour of a thorough revision of accounts, 
or none at all. 

Mr. Randolph denied that the compensation re- 
ceived at the last session was a vested right, but 
simply a contract, as related to this House, between 
the right hand and the left, and that if the case 
were brought before a court, either at common 
law or in chancery, a recovery might be had, pro- 





vided the present bill pass. Mr. Randolph con- 
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cluded by declaring that if the subject was acted 
on at all, he was unwilling to stop short of just 
to the public ; justice he called it, because ifn 
why pass the law at all ? Ot 80, 
_ Mr. Root spoke against the retro-active ro 
sition ; because, as he believed, it would bey 
efficacious, could not be executed fully, and w id 
therefore operate unfairly ; which Opinion he 

si <?. ar. 
gued at some length to sustain. 

And the House adjourned. 

Wednesday, Jan. 22.—Mr. Pleasants, from the 
committee on Naval Affairs reported a bill for th 
benefit of the widows and orphans of the office ‘ 
seamen and marines who were lost in the hat . 
United States’ vessel Epervier ; which was twice 
read and committed. 

On motion of Mr. Goldsborough, the commit. 
tee of Ways and Means were instructed to in 
quire into the expediency of modifying the lays 
relative to the collection of the internal duties, 
so as to require the collectors in Maryland to 
keep an office, or Known place to transact busi. 
ness, at each county town in each county in their 
respective districts. 

On motion of Mr. Southard, the committee on 
Post-Roads were instructed to inquire into the ex. 
pediency of establishing a Post-Route, from Bas. 
kingridge through New Providence and Spring. 
field, to Elizabethtown, in New Jersey, and to 
discontinue the route from Baskingridge to Mor. 
ristown. 

On motion of Mr. Newton, the committee of 
Commerce and Manufactures, were instructed to 
inquire into the expediency of authorizing Re. 
gisters to be issued to that description of vessels 
called sea letter vessels. 

Mr. Cady, after some prefatory remarks, offered 
the following resolution. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
required to report to the House whether there be 
any bank notes in the Treasury which cannot be 
advantageously applied in the payment of debts 
due from the United States, and if there be any 
such bank notes, the amount thereof, and what 
provision, in his opinion, ought to be made by law 
to compel the banks which issued such notés to 
redeem the same, or give security for the redemp- 
tion thereof, with interest. 

Some debate arising on the adoption of this 
resolution, a motion was made to lay the subject 
on the table, and was carried—ayes 65, nays 55. 

The joint resolution from the Senate, authori- 

zing the President of the United States to employ 
John Trumbull to execute four paintings comme- 
morative of events in the revolution, to be placed 
in the Capitol, was read twice and referred. 
The House then again resumed the subject of 
the Compensation Bull. Mr. Randolph’s proposi- 
tion to amend Mr. Forsyth’s amendment, by strik- 
ing therefrom the words “ during the present ses- 
sion,” (so as to include the accounts of both ses- 
sions in the settlement agrecably to the old per 
diem of six dollars) being under consideration. 

Mr. Hopkinson urged to show, that by the law 
each member was invested with a right to the sal- 
ary of 1,50 dollars at the beginning of the year, 
though not payable until the end of the year, as in 
the case of rent, &c. and therefore it was not com- 
petent in the House to pass a law divesting the 
members of this vested right, &c. 

Mr. Randolph declared he was as adverse to 
the amendinent gs much as any one; but it was 





predicated on the supposition, that the repea 
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of March 1815—he knew 
ve el ee effect at any time subse- 
je t to the period he contemplated, the conse- 
Wyences — by the gentleman opposed to 
ree t. 
be noma was then taken on Mr. Randolph’s 
motten to amend Mr. Forsyth’s amendment, and 
decided in the negative, as follows : 

YEAS——Messrs. Archer, Atherton, Baker, Betts, 
Birdsall, Birdseye, Bryan, Burwell, Caldwell, Clark, 

7 Y. Clark, N. C. Condit, Crawford, Desha, Fletch- 
wr h,Grosvenor, Hall, Hammond, Heis- 
er, Goldsborough, ’ ; 
ter, Herbert, Hooks, Huger, Hungerford, Ingham, 
Irving, N. Y. Jewett, King, Langdon, Lewis, Little, 
William P. Maclay, M’Kee, Miller, Moore, Mur- 
free, Hugh Nelson, Ormsby, Parris, Pickens, Pi- 
per, Randolph, Reynolds, Ross, Savage, 5 
Sheffey, Smith, Md. Taul, T aylor, N.Y. Taylor, S.C, 
Thomas, Townsend, W ard, N. Y¥. Ward, N. J. 
Wendover, Wheaton, W ilkin, Thomas Wilson, 
7 a Adams, Adgate, Alexander, 
Avery, Baer, Barbour, Bassett, Bateman, Baylies, 
Bennet, Blount, Boss, Bradbury, Breckenridge, 
Brooks, Cady, Calhoun, Cannon, Carr, Mass. Cham- 
pion, Chappell, Cilley, Clayton, Clendennin, Com- 
stock, Conner, Cooper, Creighton, Crocheron, 
Culpepper, Darlington, Davenport, Dickens, Ed- 
wards, Findley, Forney, Gaston, Gold, Goodwyn, 
Griffin, Hahn, Hale, Hardin, Harrison, Henderson, 
Hendricks, Hopkinson, Hulbert, J ackson, Johnson, 
Va Johnson, Ky. Kent, Kerr, Va. Law, Love, Lo- 
yett, Lowndes, Lumpkin, Lyle, Lyon, Wm. Mac- 
lay, Marsh, M’Coy, M’Lean, Mills, Milnor, Mofiit, 
Moseley, Newton, Noyes, Peter, Pickering, Pit- 
kin, Pleasants, Powell, Reed, Rice, Roane, Rob- 
ertson, Root, Ruggles, Smith, Penn. Smith Va. 
Southard, Stearns, Stuart Sturges, Taggart, Tall- 
madge, Vose, Wallace, Ward, Mass. W hiteside, 
Wilde, Williams, Willoughby, Wim. Wilson, Wood- 
ward, Wright, Yancey,—161. : 

The question then recurred on Mr. Forsyth’s 
motion to extend the operation of the bill to the 
comméncement of the present session. 

Mr. Grosvenor moved to amend Mr. Forsyth’s 
proposition, by striking out the whole thereof, 
and inserting a substitute, substantially to suspend 
the repeal of the existing compensation act until 
the end of the prescat session, and to provide that 
the repealing act should not revive any former 
compensation law. 

Afier some debate thereon, 

The question was taken on Mr. Grosvenor’s 
motion, and decided in the affirmative, as follows : 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Alexander, Atherton, 
Baer, Baker, Baylies, Betts, Birdsall, Boss, Brad- 
bury, Breckenridge, Bryan, Cady, Caldwell, Cal- 
houn, Carr, Mass. Champion, Cilley, Clark, N.-Y. 
Clark N. C. Clayton, Clendennjn, Condit, Conner, 
Cooper, Creighton, Crocheron, Culpepper, Dar- 
lington, Davenport, Findley, Forney, Gaston, Gold, 
Griffin, Grosvenor, Hardin, Henderson, Herbert, 
Hopkinson, Ingham, Irving, N. Y. Jewett, Johnson, 
Ky. Kent, Kerr, Va. Law, Lewis, Love, Lovett, 
Lyle, Wm. Maclay, Marsh, Mason, M’Coy, M’Kee, 
M’Lean, Middleton, Miller, Mills, Milnor, Moffitt, 


‘Moore, Moseley, Murfree, ‘Thos. M. Nelson, New- 


ton, Noyes, Pickens, Pickering, Piper, Powell, 
Randolph, Reed, Reynolds, Robertson, Root, Ross, 
Ruggles, Savage, Schenck, Sharp, Shelley, Smith, 
Penn. Stearns, Strong, Stuart, Sturges, ‘Taggart, 
Tallmadge, Taul, Taylor, S. C. Thomas, Towns. 
end, Ward, Mass, Ward, N. ¥. Wendover, Whea 
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ton, Whiteside, Wilkin, Willoughby, Thos. Wil- 
son, Woodward, Yates,—104. , 

NAYS—Messrs. Adgate, Archer, Avery, Bar- 
bour, Basset, Bateman, Bennett, Birdseye, Blount, 
Brooks, Burwell, Cannon, Chappel, Comstock, 
Desha, Dickens, Edwards, Fletcher, Forsyth; Golds. 
borough, Goodwyn, Hahn, Hall, Hammond, Har, 
rison, Heister, Hendricks, Hooks, ,Huger, Hul- 
bert, Hungerford, Jackson, Johnson, Va. King, 
Langdon, Little, Lowndes, Lumpkin, Lyon, Wm. 
P. Maclay, Hugh Nelson, Ormsby, Parris, Peter, 
Pitkin, Pleasants, Rice, Roane, Smith, Md. Smith, 
Va. Southard, Taylor, N..Y. Tyler, Vose, Wal- 
lace, Ward, N, J. Wilcox, Wilde, Williams, Wm. 
Wilson, Wright, Yancey.—62. 

So the House agreed to the substitute, and de- 
cided against repealing the existing act, until from 
and after the present session, and against the re- 
vival of the previous compensation law; thus 
leaving it to the next Congress to act-if necessary 
on the subject. ; 

Mr. Wilde, after some introductory observations 
in favor of adopting some permanent provision, 
and not leaving the subject to be agitated again, 
&c. moved further to amend the bill by the intro- 
duction of several sections, proposing, substantial- 
ly, to provide a per diem allowance of nine dol- 
lars, as the future compensation to be allowed-to 
members after the close of the present session. 

This proposition was opposed by Messrs. Cady, 
Gold, and Condict, who spoke in favor of leaving 
to a future Congress the adjustment of its own 
compensation. 

Mr. Forsyth suggested that the amendment be 
varied so as to fill the blank relating to the travel- 
ling expenses with sia dollars for every twent 
miles, leaving the other blank to be filled wi 
nine dollars, as the future pay for daily attendance. 

Mr. Condict proposed to strike from the amend- 
ment the word nine and insert eight, as the future 
per diem for attendance. 

The question was taken thereon as modified; 
and decided in the negative, as follows : 

YEAS—Adams, Adgate, Alexander, Atherton, 
Cannon, Chappell, Clark, N. Y. Condict, Creigh- 
ton, Culpepper, Davenport, Findley, Forsyth, 
Gaston, Gold, Goldsborough, Hammond, Lowndes, 
M‘kKee, M‘Lean, Moseley, Pickens, Pitkin, Rey- 
nolds, Sturges, Taggart, ‘Tallmadge, Thomas, 
Wilde, Thos. Wilson, Yancey.—31. 

NAYS—Archer, Avery, Bacr, Baker, Barbour, 
Bassett, Bateman, Baylies, Bennett, Birdsall, 
Birdseye, Blount, Boss, Bradbury, Breckenridge, 
Brooks, Bryan, Burwell, Cady, Caldwell, Calhoun, 
Carr, Mass. Champion, Cilley, Clark, N. C. Clay 
ton, Clendennin, Comstock, Conner, Cooper, 
Crawford, Crocheron, Darlington, Desha, Dickens, 
Edwards, Fletcher, Forney, Goodwyn, Griffin, 
Grosvenor, Hahn, Hale, Hardin, Harrison, Heis- 
ter, iicnderson, Hendricks, Herbert, Hool:s, Hop- 
kinson, Huger, Hulbert, Hungerford, Ingham, Ir- 
ving, N. Y. Irwin, Penn. Jackson, Jewett, John 
son, Va. Johnson, Ky. Kent, Kerr, Va. King, 
Langdon, Law, Lewis, Little, Love, Lovett, Lump- 
kin, Lyle, Lyon, Wm. Maclay, Wm. P. Maclay, 
Marsh, Mason, M‘Coy, Middleton, Miller, Mills, 
Milnor, Moffitt, Moore, Murfree, Hugh Nelson, 
Tho. M. Nelson, Newton, Noyes, Ormsby, Parris, 
Peter, Pickering, Piper, Pleasants, Powell, Ran- 
dolph, Reed, Rice, Roane, Root, Ross, Ruggles, 
Savage, Schenck, Sharp, Shetfev, Smith, -Penn. 
Smith, Md. Smith, Va. Southard, Stearns, Strong, 
Stuart, Tate, Taul, Taylor, N.Y. Taylor, 8. C. 


‘ 
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Tyler, Vose, Wallace, Ward, Ms. Ward, N. Y. 
Ward, N. J. Wendover, Wheaton, Whiteside, 
Wilcox, Wilkin, Williams, Woodward, Wright, 
Yates.—133. 

The bill was then, at length, ordered to be en- 
grossed, as amended, and read a third time to- 
morrow. 

Mr. Forsyth called for the consideration of his 
resolution respecting the regulation adopted by 
the directors of the United States Bank, but be- 
fore the question was put on taking it up, 

The House adjourned. 





FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC SUMMARY. 
FOREIGN, 


London, Nov. 16.—The riots at Spa ficlds had 
been quieted without the occurrence of any ma- 
terial accident. 

Nov. 19.—The report of the proposed resigna- 
tion of Lord Liverpool, which was mentioned in 
the Morning Chronicle, is entirely without foun- 
dation. 

Paris, Nov. 18.—Literature and the arts have 
suffered a severe loss in the death of M. Ginguene, 
member of the Royal Institute of France. 

The cotton manufactures in France are said to 
decline, and workmen to be dismissed daily. 

Grain, bread, potatoes and other vegetables, are 
admitted in France free of duty. 

General Bonnaire, condemned to transportation, 
had just died at the prison of Saint Pelagie. 

Rochelle, Nov. 14.—The tempest in the night 
of the 11th inst. had occasioned many shipwrecks. 
A considerable number of coasters, which were 
on their way to Bordeaux from the neighboring 
ports, could not gain the river. Seven were run 
on shore at the Isle of Oberon. Cargoes saved. 
Eleven seamen were drowned. 

Brussels, Nov. 5-—The ambassador from the 
United States of America, it was stated, had arrived 
in this city. 

Hamburg, Oct. 29—The hereditary prince of 
Oldenburg, who is expected at Copenhagen, will 
marry, it is thought, the princess royal Caroline of 
Denmark. This marriage will be very important 
for the north. 

Frankfort, Nov. 5—One hundred and one dis- 
charges of cannon and the ringing of all the bells, 
have announced to the city and its neighborhood 
the opening of the Diet of the Germanic Confede- 
ration. The opening will take place to day at 11 
o’clock in the morning, with no other ceremony 
than the ringing of the bells and the report of ar- 
tillery. 

a Nov. 10.—The emperor’s daughter, the 
archduchess Leopoldine, is about to set cff for 
Lisbon, and thence to the Brazils, where she is to 
be married to the son of the king of Portugal. 

The regular Swedish army consists now of 
42,000 men. The conscription of young men, 
from 20 to 25 years, raises it to 300,000. 

A letter from Amsterdam, Nov. 16, in the Paris 
papers, mentioning the price of stocks, &c. says, 
“The United States of America enjoy a solid 
credit among our speculators—thanks to the con- 
stantly incrcasing prosperity of that country, es- 
pecially since the treaty between that nation and 
Russia. Its funds are the highest on our ex- 





change, except those of Prussia. The United 
States borrowed here 30 millions of florins to pay | 
the French government for the cession of Lou- | 
iSiana. ‘The stock was at first at par, but it fell! 
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during the war between the United States 
England, to 84; but the interest was al 
tually paid, and it is now at 99.” 
Loss to science-—The arrival at St. Salvador. from 
. ’ 


and 
Ways Pune. 


the coast of -Africa, of H. B. M.S. Congo 
rothea transport (which vessels sailed haa 
land in March last, to explore the river Zaire ©. 
Congo, and attempted, as far as practicable, to 4 
netrate the interior of Africa) tess us the - 
lancholy intelligence, that the « enterprize had 
been abandoned, in consequence of the death 
the commander, J. H. Tuckey, esq. with all Pe 
scientific gentlemen, most of the principal offic 
and many of the seamen, who had fallen victims 
the unhealthiness of the climate.”—South, Pgs “4 
, DOMESTIC, : 

We regret that the proceedings of 
of Rrepresentatives, which we ioe in oe 
not be given in this number, to show Rb : 
sion, on their part, of the 1,500 dollar compensa. 
tion law question. It has been agreed to pass a 
repeal of that law, which shall take effect after 
the fourth of March next, and leave the next cod. 
gress to settle their own pay—that is, they haye 
left matters, as to all material purposes, in’ the 
same condition as at the beginning of this session, 
after occupying above one eighth of the session 
about the subject— 

“ ust as the w 
Pants to the ben one saneghry sn dew.” Cola, 

The Bank of the United States, anticipating the 
proposed act of Congress on the subject, have de. 
termined to establish a branch of the Bank (in 
this city) within the District of Columbia. The 
officers, we learn, are to be chosen on the 27th 
instant.—WVat. Intel. ; 

The death of A. J. Darras has been very gene. 
rally regarded as a great national misfortune. 

In our last we omitted to mention the death of 
President Dwieurt, of Yale College. 

Loss of the brig Chippewa.—The United States 
brig Chippewa, Lieut. Read, sailed from Boston 
on the 27th of Nov. bound to the Gulf of Mexico, 
On the 12th Dec. was stranded on a reef of rocks 
extending from the N. W. point of the grand Cai- 
cos Island—vessel lost—part of her sai s and rig. 
ging saved. The officers and crew landed on the 
island, and went to Turk’s Island, where they 
chartered the schr. Tryall, Capt. M‘Keon, and ar- 
rived at this port last evening —WV. Fork. 

It is also stated, that a British ship, laden with 
lumber, and bound from Portland to Jamaica, and 
an American schooner, were driven ashore at the 
same place. The former was entirely lost—and 
the latter sustained but little injury. 

The British ship Hamilton, Capt. Walmsley, from 
Portland to Grenada was cast away, and four of the 
crew lost. The rest were taken from the wreck 
by the Victory, Allen, from London to New-York. 

New-York Historical Society —The following gen- 
tlemen were clecicd officers of this society for the 
ensuing year: =~ 

De Witt Clinton, President. 

William Johnson, Ast Vice-President. 

Dr. David Hosack, 2d do. 

Standing Committtee. Dr. Samuel L. Mitchill, 
Rev Jolin M. Mzson, D.D. John Mc Kesson, Gulian 
B. Verplanck, Peter A. Jay, James Eastburn, An- 
thony Bleecker. 

Dr. John W. Francis, Corresponding Secretary 
and Iabrarien. 

Charles Wilkes, Jvasurer. 

John Pintard, Recording Seeretarts 
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